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Thank you for your interest in researching in El Yunque National Forest.  

Here in El Yunque, we strive to foster an environment of exploration that will extend the scientific body of knowledge for years to come.  In the interest of both protecting this rich natural resource and ensuring future research in the forest, El Yunque National Forest requires the following documentation from the project’s lead researcher or entity:

1. A completed SF-299, which must include the name of each researcher that will be authorized under the permit for which you are applying (see attached).

2. A resume for each researcher that will be authorized under the permit.  Please limit each resume to two pages.

3. A research plan that includes the exact coordinates of your purposed research.

4. An abstract of your research plan. The abstract must be no longer than one page and must also include the exact coordinates of your purposed research.

5. A detailed map of the areas to be covered in the study in one of the forms listed below:

a. Jpg.file at 1:24,000 scale with site or area clearly delineated with any major features.

b. State Plane NAD83, in Lat/Long WGS84, and elevations referred to HAE, corrected.

c. A zipped GIS Shapefile compatible with ArcGIS 9.3 or 10.

6. PDFs of the lead researcher’s three most recent publications.  Publication must have occurred within the last five years. 

7. Copies of previous authorized permits for research project conducted on federal land, or the name of the project and point of contact for the authorizing unit. 

8. If the potential research project requires authorization from the Departamento de Recursos Naturales y Ambientales, proof of authorization must be attached to the application.  The authorization must include the name of each researcher listed on the SF-299 form and the area of study within El Yunque NF.

Once El Yunque National Forest receives all of the required documents, the lead researcher or entity will receive an invoice for a non-refundable application processing fee.  Only upon receipt of the application fee will processing of the application begin. Please note that researchers or entities that submit incomplete application packets will not receive an invoice. Also the payment of the application fee does not guarantee approval of the application. 
There are two steps to application processing: 

1. Initial screening to determine if the purposed research is consistent with: 

a. Laws, regulations, orders and policies establishing or governing National Forest System lands;

b. Other applicable Federal law; and 

c. Applicable state and local health and sanitation laws.

2. NEPA scoping, which consists of: 

a. Notice to affected parties of proposed research and 

b. Review of the proposed research by the Forest Service Specialist. 
During the scoping process, applicants may be contacted by the Forest Service with mitigations to make proposed research methods consistent with the Forest Service laws and regulations.  Implementation of these mitigations may also avoid the possibly of having to do an Environmental Assessment (EA) or Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

Application processing takes at least thirty days, if no issues arise from scoping. If scoping finds that the proposed research may have a significant effect on the environment, an EA will need to be prepared. If it is determined that the proposed research definitely will have a significant environmental effect, an EIS must be prepared. Both the EA and EIS are completed at the applicant’s expense. 
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